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Tel Aviv University in association with SPARK TEL-AVIV and the MedInsight Institute welcome you to 

the 1st conference: 

Generic Drug Repurposing for COVID-19 - The Israeli Perspective 

Monday 19.10.2020 16:00-18:00 

 

Agenda and Speakers: 

 

 Name Subject 

16:00-16:10 Prof. Dan Peer  

Director of SPARK TLV and Vice 

President for Research and 

Development, Tel Aviv University 

Welcome and Introduction 

 Prof. Alex Jadad 

Faculty of Medicine and School of 

Public Health 

University of Toronto 

Canada  

Rapid adaptation while facing existential 

threats: Drug repurposing during the 

COVID-19 pandemic and beyond 
 

 Moshe Rogosnitzky 

Executive Director 

MedInsight Research Institute 

New York / Israel 

Multi-pathophysiology targeting drugs as 

candidates of choice for real-world drug 

repurposing against COVID-19 

 Prof. Shamgar Ben-Eliyahu  

Sagol School of Neuroscience & 

School of Psychological Sciences 

Tel Aviv University  

Can we save the lives of cancer patients 

employing existing safe and inexpensive 

drugs? Preoperatively inhibition of stress-

inflammatory responses may prove 

effective 

 Prof. David Gurwitz 

Human Molecular Genetics and 

Biochemistry 

Sackler Faculty of Medicine  

Tel Aviv University 

Alpha 1 Antitrypsin/prescription data 

mining for identifying COVID-19 treatment 

candidates 

 Prof. Reuven Or  Can Vitamin D prevent the COVID-19 

pandemic?  
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Director, Cancer Immunotherapy & 

Immunobiology Research  Research 

Hadassah- Hebrew University 

Medical Center, Jerusalem 

 Zohar Yahalom  

Head of the Healthcare Technologies 

and Life Sciences Regulatory Practice, 

Herzog Fox & Neeman Law Office 

The legal framework for off-label 

prescribing in Israel, what every doctor 

needs to know  (in Hebrew) 

 Prof. Yakov Nachmias 

Director Grass Center for 

Bioengineering, Director, BioDesign-

Israel Program  

The Hebrew University of Jerusalem 

Fibrates (cholesterol-lowering drugs)  for 

treating COVID-19 

 Prof. Eli Schwartz 

Sheba Tel HaShomer Medical Center 

Ivermectin vs. Placebo for the treatment of 

patients with mild to moderate COVID-19- 

A double-blind, randomized controlled trial 

 

 

 

 

 

Prof. Dan Peer 

Prof. Dan Peer is the director of the Laboratory of Precision NanoMedicine at Tel Aviv University. He is 

also the Vice President for Research and Development at Tel Aviv University. His lab works in the 

interface of basic and transnational science. In addition, Prof. Peer is the Founder and Managing Director 

of the SPARK Tel Aviv, Center for Translational Medicine.  
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Prof. Alex Jadad 

Faculty of Medicine and School of Public Health 

University of Toronto 

Canada  

 

Short bio: An Oxford University-trained physician, researcher, innovator and entrepreneur, who brings 

together the best minds, the best knowledge, and the best tools across traditional boundaries to face the 

biggest challenges of our time. During the COVID-19 pandemic, building on his experiences from the SARS 

and N1H1 outbreaks, and on the protection of high-stakes operations, he has been advising national 

governments and Fortune 500 companies on how to tackle unprecedented threats and thrive in the “next 

to normal”. He is also the Founder of the McMaster Evidence-based Practice Centre and the Centre for 

Global eHealth Innovation in Canada. 

 

Rapid adaptation while facing existential threats: Drug repurposing during the COVID-19 pandemic 

and beyond 

Abstract: The COVID-19 pandemic is the biggest acute existential threat experienced by humanity in 

recent memory. Without a cure in sight, drug repurposing might be the only viable option to adapt and 

respond with the speed that is needed to survive a challenge of this magnitude. Whether we succeed 

will depend on our collective ability to mine, synthesize, catalog, and evaluate the off-label treatment 

opportunities of thousands of safe, well-established, and affordable generic drugs already available. 
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Moshe Rogosnitzky 

Executive Director 

MedInsight Research Institute 

New York / Israel 

 

Short bio: Founder of Israel’s first personalized medicine consultancy in 2001, focused on matching off-

label uses of generic drugs with individuals’ disease pathophysiologies. Moshe heads a series of start-up 

companies focused on developing his numerous drug repurposing discoveries across broad areas of 

disease. In 2006 he co-founded the nonprofit MedInsight Institute to educate physicians and patients 

about novel treatment possibilities for cancer and chronic diseases, utilizing safe, generic  תand affordable 

drugs in an off-label fashion. In a publication in April 2020, he was first to propose the use of famotidine 

for COVID-19, a drug recently used by President Trump as part of his successful treatment cocktail.  

 

Multi-pathophysiology targeting drugs as candidates of choice for real-world drug repurposing against 

COVID-19 

Abstract: Successfully overcoming COVID-19 requires us to adopt the humbling approach of “the cult of 

the imperfect” as taught by Sir Robert Watson-Watt, whose imperfect radar system saved Britain’s 

freedom in World War II. In Sir Watson-Watt’s words: "Give them the third-best to go on with; the second-

best comes too late, the best never comes”.  

Through a multiple-pathophysiology targeting approach, we can identify generic drug candidates that are 

safe, affordable, and accessible, and utilize them to deliver immediate benefits to COVID-19 patients, 

particularly in their home settings. Effective early treatment by community physicians can prevent the 

collapse of hospital systems, and enable us to gain the upper edge over the most threatening pandemic 

of the past century.     
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Prof. Shamgar Ben-Eliyahu  

Sagol School of Neuroscience & School of Psychological Sciences 

Tel Aviv University 

 

Can we save the lives of cancer patients employing existing safe and inexpensive drugs? 

Preoperatively inhibition of stress-inflammatory responses may prove effective 

 

 

 
 

Prof. David Gurwitz 

Human Molecular Genetics and Biochemistry 

Sackler Faculty of Medicine  

Tel Aviv University 

 

Alpha 1 Antitrypsin/prescription data mining for identifying COVID-19 treatment candidates 
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Prof. Reuven Or  

Director, Cancer Immunotherapy & Immunobiology Research  Research Hadassah- Hebrew University 

Medical Center, Jerusalem. 

 

Can Vitamin D prevent the COVID-19 pandemic? 
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Zohar Yahalom  

Head of the Healthcare Technologies and Life Sciences Regulatory Practice,  

Herzog Fox & Neeman Law Office  

 

Short Bio: Zohar Yahalom is the Head of the Health Technologies and Life Sciences Regulatory Practice at 

Hezog Fox & Neeman Law Office, Israel's biggest law firm. 

Before joining the private sector, Mr. Yahalom has served as the legal advisor for the Pharmaceutical 

Division and Medical Technologies Administration in the Israeli  

Ministry of Health. He is the author of various books and articles on the Israeli pharmaceutical regulatory 

system and teaches a course on pharmaceutical industry regulation in the Faculty of Law, the Hebrew 

University of Jerusalem. 

 

The legal framework for off-label prescribing in Israel, what every doctor needs to know   

Abstract: The Israeli regulation requires doctors to comply with the "Terms of Registration" for medicinal 

products, including the approved indication and imposes sanctions on doctors who prescribe medicinal 

products for non-approved indications. However, certain exemptions allow doctors to prescribe products 

for off-label uses lawfully. While in many cases, indications that are part of the common practice and have 

a scientific basis are not approved for various reasons, every doctor needs to know this legal framework.  
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Prof. Yakov Nachmias 

Director Grass Center for Bioengineering 

Director, BioDesign-Israel Program  

The Hebrew University of Jerusalem 
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Prof. Eli Schwartz, MD DTMH,  

The founder of the Center of Geographic Medicine & Tropical Diseases at Sheba Medical Center, Tel 

Hashomer,  Israel. 

Full Professor (clinical) at Sackler School of Medicine, Tel Aviv University.  

Head of the Molecular Lab. for Tropical Diseases at Sheba Medical Ctr 

 

 

Short bio:  He is deeply Involved in Tropical and Travel Medicine for the last 30y.   

He published several books and more than 250 articles and chapters in the medical literature on travel 

and tropical diseases.  

The President of the Israeli society of Parasitology, & Tropical diseases. 

The past- President of the Asia-Pacific Travel health (APTH) society. 

Corona activities: 

• Consultant physician for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs  

• Head of the task-team for  evaluating therapeutic options for COVID-19  

• Evaluating new methods of diagnosis for COVID-19 

 

Abstract: Ivermectin is an FDA-approved broad-spectrum anti-parasitic agent.  In recent years several 
studies have shown its anti-viral activity in-vitro against a broad range of viruses including SARS-CoV-2. 
Our study aims to evaluate the effect of Ivermectin in prevent the progression of clinical disease and to 
evaluate the reduction of viral shedding among mild to moderate COVID-19 patients who are taking 
ivermectin vs.placebo. The details of the study (ongoing) will be presented. 

 

 


