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AbstrAct
Introduction: The purpose of the current study was to 
examine the association between fear of terrorism and 
acculturation strategies among Israelis of Ethiopian 
and Former Soviet Union (FSU) origins (i.e., immigrants). 

Method: The study consisted of an evaluation of 514 
Israelis of Ethiopian and FSU origin. All participants 
completed questionnaires on fear of terrorism (i.e., FOT), 
perceived neighborhood disorder, social integration, 
exposure to terrorism, and acculturation strategies. 

Results: No association was found between acculturation 
strategies and FOT; the low level of FOT indicates that 
the two groups have undergone a habituation process. 
Comparing the relative incidence of the various strategies 
between groups shows that, among both groups, the 
dominant acculturation strategy utilized is integration. 
However, while FSU immigrants reported using more 
assimilation Ethiopian immigrants reported using more 
separation. 

Conclusions: The results challenge the notion of a single 
acculturation strategy and suggest that Ethiopian and FSU 
immigrants may use more than one acculturation strategy, 
and the strategies utilized may even be contradictory. 
Also, it seems that a long stay in the absorption country 
is associated with a low level of FOT.
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edge no studies have explored the association between 
fear of terrorism (i.e., FOT), ethnicity, and accultura-
tion strategies, among immigrants and minorities. A 
small number have examined the impact of exposure 
to terrorist incidents (especially a single incident such 
as September 11), indicating higher feelings of distress 
among immigrants and minority groups (e.g., among 
African Americans and Hispanics) than among the 
majority society (4, 5).

The impact of ongoing exposure and FOT in Israel has 
been studied and surveyed (6), focusing mainly on the 
general population, despite the fact that Israeli society 
includes diverse minority and immigrant groups (as 
detailed below). Other research has looked at the dif-
ferences between Israeli Jews and Arabs (7). Trauma 
and stress among immigrants in Israel following terror 
events has been briefly addressed (8). However, this was 
carried out without reference to immigrant country of 
origin or its association with the absorption process, 
which may influence how people deal with living in a 
conflict zone (8). 

The current study aimed to broaden current knowledge 
by examining the association between fear of being a 
victim of terror incidents (i.e., FOT) and absorption 
processes (i.e., acculturation). Although, to the best of 
our knowledge, this association has yet to be examined, 
studies on another type of fear – fear of crime – suggest 
that absorption undergone by immigrants is an important 
variable that may be salient when exploring immigrants’ 
fear (9). This study focuses on Israelis originating from 
Ethiopia and the Former Soviet Union (FSU) (i.e., immi-
grants from these countries). Israel is an opportune case 
study as it is a fertile ground for research in the field of 
terrorism (10, 11) and a country that has absorbed massive 
immigration in recent decades (12, 13). This study may 
be useful for practitioners and policy makers engaged 
in immigrant welfare and adjustment. 
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IntroductIon
In recent years, voluminous research has focused on 
residents living in conflict zones and the impact of their 
ongoing exposure to terrorist incidents and security 
threats (e.g., 1-3). Nevertheless, to the best of our knowl-
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AcculturAtIon strAtegIes  
And IsrAelI ImmIgrAnts 
Acculturation refers to the process of cultural and psy-
chological change that occurs following intercultural 
contact, and the extent to which the immigrant adapts to 
the absorbing/host society culture (14, 15). Acculturative 
strategies (16) inform the ability to create a multifaceted 
identity with a connection to both host and heritage 
identities represented by integration (16). Integration 
is linked to higher levels of mental and physical health 
and to psychological and socio-cultural adjustment (for 
review, see 17). Based on Berry et al.’s model (18), there 
are four basic strategies individuals can be identified 
as using: Integration, Separation, Assimilation, and 
Marginalization. Berry et al.’s studies (e.g., 18) show a 
relative higher use of integration (connection to both host 
and heritage identities) among immigrants, in comparison 
to the assimilation (i.e., abandonment of the original 
culture and pursuit of new relationships) and separation 
(i.e., maintenance of the original culture with no relation-
ships formed with members of the new society) strategies. 
These two strategies (assimilation and separation) vary 
with respect to ethnic group and society of settlement, as 
well as situational domain (18). Finally, the strategy least 
used is that of marginalization, where neither culture is 
maintained (often for reasons of enforced cultural loss) or 
new relationships developed (often for reasons of exclu-
sion or discrimination) (15). 

The two most prominent and largest ethnic groups 
that immigrated to Israel since the 1990s are immigrants 
from the FSU and from Ethiopia (13). The massive wave 
of immigrants from the FSU came to Israel following 
the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1990. Most were 
highly educated and managed to integrate into the labor 
market, partly at the cost of occupational downgrading 
compared to positions they formerly held in the FSU (19). 
However, studies from recent years point to impressive 
levels of employment (20). Today, immigrants from the 
FSU make up 9% of the total Jewish population in Israel. 

Most immigrants from Ethiopia came to Israel in two 
major waves: 1984 and 1991, with continued immigration 
into the 21st century. They differ from FSU immigrants in 
several ways, characterized by their rural native society; 
a stigma of cultural inferiority; very low levels of human 
capital; a lack of formal education and any advanced 
technological experience; and racial visibility as a minor-
ity group (21). Ethiopian immigrants make up around 
2% of the Jewish population in Israel.

Although most immigrants from both groups immi-
grated more or less at the same time, their integration into 
Israeli society is marked by stark differences, mainly due to 
deep cultural variance. For Ethiopian immigrants, difficul-
ties in integration resulted from cultural differences (22) 
and racist discrimination based on skin color (13, 23). The 
transition from poor rural living and significant illiteracy 
to a literate urban society generated many absorption 
problems (24). Research indicates the overall disadvantaged 
socio-economic status of the Ethiopian community, as 
well as substantial gaps in educational and occupational 
attainment (25). Berry (25) addresses these difficulties as 
acculturative stress, which may result from stressful reac-
tions to serious challenges experienced and appraised as 
problematic within the acculturation experience. 

In contrast to Ethiopian immigrants, immigrants from 
the FSU managed to integrate into Israeli society, especially 
in the job market (12). Yet, they make efforts to sustain their 
language and culture (26). They place greater emphasis on 
their Russian identity and language than on their Israeli 
identity (27) and they constitute a distinct socio-cultural 
group characterized by a sense of internal cohesiveness 
and solidarity (28), wishing to maintain their Russian 
social identity (29).

Recent findings have somewhat complicated the tradi-
tional integration picture. In fact, both Ethiopian and FSU 
immigrants were found to endeavor to adjust by applying 
integration strategies (20, 30). They felt a sense of strength 
and competence and at the same time were willing to accept 
new identity symbols from the host group (31). 

reseArch AIms And hypotheses
The goals of this study were to investigate the incidence 
of the different acculturation strategies of Ethiopian and 
FSU immigrants in Israel and to see whether they differ 
significantly, and to investigate the associations between FOT 
and acculturation strategies among the groups. In addition, 
it is well established that gender (female), age (younger or 
older), higher levels of exposure, low social integration, 
and neighborhood disorder predict fear of being a victim 
in various groups who have been exposed to terror events 
or are living under a threat of terrorism (7). Exploration 
of their effects in the current study is warranted. Thus, we 
entered these variables in the hierarchical regression analysis. 

Based primarily on Berry’s four acculturation strategies 
(14) and his notion of acculturative stress (25), we hypoth-
esized that both Ethiopian and FSU immigrants would be 
found to make major use of the integration strategy. However, 
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Ethiopian immigrants have experienced discrimination 
and racism from society at large, perhaps more than any 
other immigrant group in Israel (32). Since the combina-
tion of stressors related to the immigration process, such 
as discrimination, may increase immigrant vulnerability to 
other types of stress (18), we expected Ethiopian immigrants 
to report higher levels of FOT than FSU immigrants. With 
respect to the regression analysis (multiple hierarchical 
regression), we hypothesized that FOT would be negatively 
associated with integration into the host society. 

method
pArtIcIpAnts And procedure
Convenience sampling was used in order to recruit 
participants of FSU and Ethiopian origin. They were 
approached mainly by research assistants residing in 
their area of residence. Questionnaires were distributed 
to participants of FSU and Ethiopian origins in different 
parts of their residential areas, including city centers 
and shopping malls in Israel. All of them were able to 
understand the questionnaires and reported satisfactory 
knowledge of Hebrew. The purpose of the study was 
explained before completing the questionnaires and 
participants were told that they are participating in a study 
examining their acculturation and FOT. Before complet-
ing the questionnaires, participants were assured that 
they could stop at any stage and that they would remain 
anonymous. Fifteen individuals refused to participate 
in the study or did not complete the questionnaire. The 
study was approved by the university’s Ethics Committee 
and all participants signed informed consent forms. Data 
were collected during 2015-2016.

The study included 514 adults: 257 of Ethiopian origin 
(50%) and 257 of FSU origin (50%), (age: M = 27.40, SD 
=6.60). The vast majority of immigrants from both origins 
immigrated to Israel in the 1990s (1990 to 2000). Most par-
ticipants from Ethiopia and from the FSU (97%) were born 
in Ethiopia or the former FSU. The rest were Israeli born. 
So, it is safe to say that all participants grew up in a culture 
other than that of native Israelis. They had immigrated to 
Israel as children (M=9.48, SD=7.14 and M=6.07, SD=5.28, 
respectively). About two thirds of the sample were female, 
about 40% married, over 40% single, with the rest divorced 
or separated. About 22% had children, with no group differ-
ences. Participants from the FSU were somewhat older than 
participants of Ethiopian origin (t[444.10] = 3.92, p<.001), 
a difference found to be significant. However, on average, 
sample participants were in their late twenties (age: M = 

27.40, SD =6.60; median=25 years). Although participants 
from the FSU were somewhat older upon immigration 
(t[310.78] = 4.95, p<0.001), participants who were born 
in Ethiopia or the former FSU were significantly older 
(M = 28.14, SD = 6.39) than participants who were born 
in Israel (M = 25.79, SD = 6.76) (t[512] = 3.80, p < .001).

Almost all participants who were born in the FSU and 
Ethiopia immigrated to Israel as children and were thus not 
that different from those who were Israeli born. Participants 
from Ethiopia and the FSU had been living in Israel for 
about 20 years on average (M=21.30, SD=5.96 and M=19.52, 
SD=5.74, respectively), with a slightly longer period among 
those of Ethiopian origin (t[328] = -2.76, p<0.01). In addi-
tion, age was positively correlated with years in Israel for 
those who were born in Ethiopia or FSU (r = .44, p < .001, 
n = 330), such that controlling for age serves as a partial 
control for years in Israel for those who were immigrants.

Group differences were also found in terms of religios-
ity, education and economic status. Whereas participants 
of Ethiopian origin were mostly traditional, participants 
from the FSU were mostly secular. Most of the participants 
of Ethiopian origin had a high school education or were 
college students, while most from the FSU were college 
students or had an academic degree. Economic status was 
perceived as somewhat better by participants from the FSU 
(for more details see Table 1).

Table 1. Demographic characteristics by ethnic group (N = 514)

Ethiopia
(n = 257)

FSU 
(n = 257)

χ2N % N %
Gender Male 84 32.7 94 36.6 χ2(1) = 0.86

Female 173 67.3 163 63.4

Country  
of birth

Ethiopia/ FSU 178 69.3 174 67.7 χ2(1) = 0.14

Israel 79 30.7 83 32.3

Parents’ 
country of 
birth

Both- Ethiopia/ 
FSU

251 97.7 232 90.3 ---

One- Ethiopia/ 
FSU, the other- 
Israel

6 2.3 25 9.7

Religiosity Secular 47 18.6 195 77.7 χ2(2) = 181.22***

Traditional 170 67.2 37 14.7

Religious 36 14.2 19 7.6

Education High school 53 23.9 10 4.8 χ2(2) = 35.68***

College student 129 58.1 130 62.8

Academic 40 18.0 67 32.4

Economic 
status

Bad, very bad 34 13.2 24 9.3 χ2(2) = 9.04*

Medium 134 52.1 111 43.2

Good, very good 89 34.6 122 47.5

*p<.05, **p<.01, ***p<.001
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meAsures 

•	 Demographic characteristics: The questionnaire gathered 
information about country of birth, age, gender, marital 
status, place of residence, educational level, employment, 
age at migration, years in Israel, etc.

•	 Exposure to terrorism: Participants were asked three 
yes/no questions to assess their own or their family 
and friends’ victimization experiences in the past 12 
months. All items were defined dichotomously, with 
“victimized” coded as (1) and “not victimized” as (0). 

•	 FOT: This included eight items and was defined as 
behavioral responses to terrorism. In addition, it 
consisted of behavioral adjustments to minimize the 
likelihood of victimization, with replies ranging from 
0 (never) to 4 (always). The items were based on a 
previous instrument (33) and were adapted to the 
Israeli reality (see also 8) (a = 0.86). A total score was 
calculated, with higher scores reflecting greater fear.

•	 Neighborhood disorder was examined based on previ-
ous instruments (34, 35), and was measured by asking 
participants about nine incidents of neighborhood 
incivility: The list included incidents such as vandalism, 
youth gangs, garbage and litter, and excessive drinking 
in public. High internal consistency was found, a = 
.88. A total score was calculated for the items, ranging 
from 1 (not a problem) to 4 (a serious problem), with 
higher scores reflecting greater disorder.

•	 Social integration was measured by responses to four 
questions derived from previous literature (34). These 
items examined participant perceptions regarding 
neighborhood solidarity and feelings of community: 
(a = .76). Higher scores reflect greater social integration. 
Due to different scales for the four items (dichotomous, 
4 point, and 5 point scales) they were standardized. The 
total score was comprised of the mean of the items, 
such that higher scores reflect greater social integration.

•	 Acculturation attitude scale (16): This assessed four 
acculturation attitudes: assimilation, integration, 
separation, and marginalization. The Hebrew version, 
which included 23 items, was adapted to Ethiopian 
and to FSU immigrants (36). The items concern five 
life domains: cultural traditions, language, marriage, 
social activities, and friends. The participants rated 
their acculturation on a 6-point scale ranging from 
1 (“do not agree at all “) to 6 (“strongly agree”). The 
Cronbach’s reliability coefficient for the entire ques-
tionnaire was 0.86 (36). 

In the current study, internal consistency was a = .80. 
The six-item assimilation scale had internal consistency 
of a = .80. The six-item integration scale had internal 
consistency of a = .69. The six-item separation scale had 
internal consistency of a = .74. The six-item marginaliza-
tion scale had internal consistency of a = .80. 

results
Fear of terror (FOT) was low on average (scale range 0-4) 
and was significantly higher among participants of Ethiopian 
origin (M = 1.35 SD = 0.87) than among participants from 
the FSU (M = 1.07 SD = 0.72) (t[494.82] = 3.92, p < .001, 
for unequal variances). FOT was higher among females 
(M = 1.33, SD = 0.83) than among males (M = 1.00, SD = 
0.74) (t[399.16] = 4.57, p < .001, for unequal variances). 

Personal exposure to terror did not differ by ethnic 
group: about 20% of the participants reported having been 
personally exposed to terror (Table 2). A significant differ-
ence was found regarding other exposure to terror: whereas 
44% of the family or friends of participants from the FSU 
were reported to have been exposed to terror, this was 
the case for 35% of the family or friends of participants of 
Ethiopian origin. Personal experience of terror was found 
higher among males (N = 48, 27.0%) than among females 
(N = 56, 16.7%) (Z = 2.77, p = .006). Likewise, other experi-
ence of terror was higher among males (N = 93, 52.2%) 
than among females (N = 109, 32.4%) (Z = 4.37, p < .001). 

Table 2. Exposure to terror by ethnic group (N = 514)

Ethiopia
(n = 257)

FSU 
(n = 257)

χ2 (1)N % N %
Self exposure to terror 45 17.5 59 23.0 2.36

Other exposure to terror 90 35.0 112 43.6 3.95*
*p<.05

To examine group differences regarding the com-
munity variables of neighborhood disorder and social 
integration, a MANCOVA was calculated, controlling for 
gender, age, religiosity and place of birth. Participants of 
Ethiopian origin perceived higher social integration than 
participants from the FSU, yet no difference was found 
regarding neighborhood disorder (Table 3). 

Regarding acculturation strategies, participants of 
Ethiopian origin reported higher use of integration and 
participants from the FSU reported higher use of assimila-
tion (Table 3). No ethnic group differences were found 
for separation and marginalization. 
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Rank ordering of the acculturation strategies was sig-
nificant (F[3, 1389] = 30.84, p < .001, h2 = .062), showing 
that beyond ethnic group, use of integration was highest (M 
= 4.33, SD = 1.10), and use of marginalization was lowest 
(M = 2.07, SD = 0.98), (p < .001). The interaction between 
ethnic group and acculturation strategies was significant as 
well (F[3, 1389] = 14.93, p < .001, h2 = .031), revealing that 
for participants of Ethiopian origin integration was highest, 
separation second, assimilation third, and marginaliza-
tion the lowest (F[3, 461] = 182.75, p < .001, h2 = .543). 
For participants from the FSU integration was highest, 
assimilation second, separation third, and marginalization 
the lowest (F[3, 461] = 95.98, p < .001, h2 = .384).

predIctIon of fot
A multiple hierarchical regression was used to predict 
FOT using the research variables. In addition, as it is well 
established that gender (female), age (younger or older), 
higher levels of exposure, low social integration, and 
neighborhood disorder predict fear of being a victim in 
various groups who have been exposed to terror events 
or are living under a threat of terrorism (7), exploration 
of their effects in the current study was warranted. Thus, 
we entered these variables in the hierarchical regression 
analysis. Step 1 included ethnic group (1-Ethiopian origin, 
0- FSU), gender (1-male, 0-female), age, and religiosity 
(1=secular, 0=religious and traditional). Step 2 included 

exposure to terror, self and other, and step 3 included 
the community variables and acculturation strategies 
(Table 4). Of the variance in FOT, 16.5% was significantly 
predicted by the research variables.

FOT was higher among participants of Ethiopian 
origin and females. Perception of higher neighborhood 
disorder was related to higher FOT. Exposure to terrorism, 
self or other, social integration, as well as acculturation 
strategies, were unrelated to FOT. It should be noted 
that responses were received from 468 individuals for 
acculturation strategies, yet excluding these strategies 
from the regression analysis of the total sample (N = 
514) did not change the other results. 

Table 3. Means, standard deviations, and F values for the 
research variables by ethnic group (N = 514)

Ethiopia
(n = 257)

FSU 
(n = 257) F (1, 509)

(h2)M SD M SD
Fear of terrorism 1.35 0.87 1.07 0.72 7.64**

(.015)

Community:
Neighborhood disorder 2.16 0.75 2.11 0.64 0.01

(.001)

Social integration 0.14 0.74 -0.13 0.76 4.21*
(.008)

Acculturation strategies:
Integration 4.44 1.13 4.20 1.06 6.58*

(.014)

Separation 2.82 0.87 2.62 0.97 2.53
(.005)

Assimilation 2.28 0.90 2.78 1.00 28.69***
(.058)

Marginalization 1.99 0.95 2.15 1.01 0.97
(.002)

*p<.05, **p<.01, ***p<.001
For acculturation strategies: N = 468.

Table 4. Prediction of fear of terrorism using background 
variables, exposure to terror, community variables, coping 
strategies, and acculturation strategies (N = 468)

B SE β
Step 1
Ethnic group 0.24 0.10 .15*

Gender -0.33 0.08 -.19***

Age 0.01 0.01 .02

Religiosity -0.03 0.10 -.02

Adj.R2 = .057***

Step 2
Ethnic group 0.24 0.10 .15*

Gender -0.34 0.08 -.20***

Age 0.01 0.01 .02

Religiosity -0.04 0.10 -.02

Self exposure 0.09 0.10 .05

Other exposure 0.03 0.09 .02

D Adj.R2 = .001

Step 3
Ethnic group 0.24 0.09 .15*

Gender -0.34 0.08 -.20***

Age 0.01 0.01 .04

Religiosity -0.02 0.09 -.01

Self exposure 0.05 0.10 .03

Other exposure 0.02 0.08 .01

Neighborhood 
disorder

0.37 0.05 .32***

Social integration 0.05 0.05 .05

Integration 0.01 0.03 .01

Separation 0.07 0.04 .08

Assimilation 0.02 0.04 .03

Marginalization 0.02 0.04 .02

D Adj.R2 = .107***

Total Adj. R2 = .165
F(12, 455) = 8.69***

*p<.05, **p<.01, ***p<.001
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In order to examine the moderating role of ethnic-
ity, predictors were standardized, and the interactions 
between them and ethnic group were calculated. These 
interactions were entered in the regression in the 4th step, 
and were all non-significant. That is, FOT is predicted 
by gender and neighborhood disorder, similarly for both 
ethnic groups.

dIscussIon
This study focuses on the association between accultura-
tion strategies and FOT in two large Israeli immigrant 
populations (37). Unexpectedly, our results do not support 
the main assumption of a correlation between the mode 
of integration and the immigrant’s fear of being terrorist 
incident victims. Overall, comparable with others, we 
found that women experienced FOT more than men (38) 
and that FOT is associated with higher neighborhood 
disorder for both ethnic groups (39), regardless of origin. 

The unexpected findings fail to confirm previous results 
which have found lower levels of integration to predict 
lower levels of fear of crime (9). Moreover, although no 
studies have explored FOT among immigrants, there 
is evidence of higher mental stress among immigrants 
exposed to terrorist incidents compared to the native 
population (8).

The unexpected findings could possibly be due to 
the elapsed time since immigration with some of the 
study population born in Israel. Various studies found 
associations between continuous exposure to terrorist 
threats and habituation processes (40). Here, both groups 
immigrated ~30-years ago. Therefore, we can presume 
that these habituation processes are also true for them. 
Overall, the low fear level found is compatible with other 
studies, which indicate processes of habituation (adjust-
ment to the situation and/or less fear) to terrorist incidents 
in Israeli society (10, 40). 

 Nevertheless, the lack of associations after analyses of 
variance applied to differences between the groups at both 
levels of exposure, fear and acculturation strategies, are 
understandable. Ethiopian immigrants indeed reported 
higher fear, perhaps due to experienced discrimination, a 
highly stressful event (41) that increases vulnerability to 
terror’s adverse psychological effects (8). However, only 
~20% of the participants reported personal exposure 
to terrorism and a low level of FOT on average with no 
ethnic differences. So far, this is the first study to examine 
FOT among two different ethnic groups. The connection 
between acculturation strategies and FOT should be 

further examined. Perhaps examining new arrivals will 
yield different findings. 

Examining both group’s integration strategy supports 
the hypothesis that despite differences (detailed below), 
in general, both Ethiopian and FSU immigrants have 
integrated into Israeli society and perceive themselves as 
part of it (41). Our findings of greater use of the integra-
tion strategy by both groups are compatible with recent 
studies (e.g., 30). However, earlier studies showed that 
Ethiopian immigrants and future generations have found 
it difficult to integrate into Israeli society and suffer greater 
degrees of social exclusion and ethnic discrimination (22). 

Despite the similarity between the two groups in their 
dominant-integration strategy of acculturation, FSU 
immigrants reported using integration strategies, which 
indicate better adjustment (integration and assimilation) 
compared to Ethiopian immigrants (who rely more on 
separation). The relatively strong use of integration and 
assimilation among FSU immigrants is comparable with 
recent studies, which found that FSU immigrants actively 
adjusted themselves to Israeli society (30), allowing them 
to affiliate with the society they value. Immigrants who 
feel accepted by the host society are more likely to choose 
integration or assimilation styles of acculturation (42). 

In contrast, the results of the Ethiopian immigrants 
may reflect their degree of acculturation conflict (43). This 
finding is well aligned with the surge in demonstrations 
against racism and discrimination held by Ethiopian 
immigrants in Israel in 2015 (the year in which our study 
was conducted). These feelings of discrimination possibly 
cause them to opt for separation strategies (42). 

Another explanation may involve the residential pat-
tern typical of Ethiopian immigrants in Israel. Most 
live in neighborhoods with high concentrations of 
Ethiopian immigrants (20), which increases their seg-
regation. Support for this is provided by the participants’ 
self-reporting, showing that they reported higher social 
integration than FSU immigrants.

While this study contributes to the association between 
fear of being a terrorist incidents victim (FOT) and absorp-
tion processes, it also has limitations. First, using a conve-
nience sampling method limits the study’s generalizability 
and the results should be regarded accordingly. Second, 
due to the cross-sectional research design, it is not pos-
sible to deduce causality between the research variables. 
In addition, most of the study participants are students. 
Further studies should be conducted with random popu-
lation samples. Finally, although most participants from 
Ethiopia and the FSU were born there, and all participants 
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probably grew up in non-native Israeli cultures, further 
studies should examine generational differences. 

In summary, our findings allow for associations between 
length of time since immigration, immigrant acculturation 
strategies, and their responses (FOT) to living exposed to 
security threats for lengthy periods (30). Veteran immi-
grants seem to embrace response patterns to security 
threats that are similar to the host society’s (e.g., habituation 
processes found among Israelis unrelated to their origin) 
(44). These adjustments to terrorist threats reinforce the 
findings concerning the integration of veteran immigrants 
in Israeli society. Nevertheless, these findings raise the 
need for further studies distinguishing between veteran 
and more recent immigrants as well as between the host 
population and weakened and excluded population groups. 

Finally, the results challenge the notion of a single 
acculturation strategy and suggest that immigrants use 
more than one acculturation strategy, even contradictory 
ones (such as the Ethiopian immigrants). These results 
can help professionals who deal with immigrants to 
understand the complexity of the absorption processes, 
even years later.
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