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Country Policy

Argentina A ruling bans the sale, advertisement, distribution and importation of e-
cigarettes. A decree classified these as tobacco products, thus use is
inherently prohibited in enclosed public spaces/transport by the

national tobacco control law.

Australia A law classifies nicotine as a restricted poison if it is not used for
therapeutic purposes. Non-nicotine e-cigarettes are classified as
legal consumer products.

Austria E-cigarettes can be classified as medicines if they are marketed with
medicinal claims and thus regulated under the Austrian Medicinal
Products Act, or as tobacco related products and regulated by the

Amended Austrian Tobacco Act 2016.

Belgium According to a science policy advisory report nicotine-containing e-
cigarettes can be brought to the market as medicinal products and have
to obtain marketing authorization. The medicines act stipulates rules on

advertising of medicines.

Brazil Classified as tobacco products. A resolution prohibits the sale,
advertisement, distribution and importation of e-cigarettes. As tobacco
products, their use in public places and public transportation is

prohibited by a decree.

Canada E-cigarettes (regardless of nicotine content) are regulated as vaping
products under the Tobacco and Vaping Products Act (TVPA).
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Denmark E-cigarettes will be regulated as medicinal products under the Danish
Medicines Act if they are marketed as products for the prevention or

treatment of diseases, e.g. nicotine dependence and cessation.

England E-cigarettes may be brought to market either as medicines or as
consumer products. Those seeking medicines approval undergo the

standard licensing process.

Finland E-cigarettes are classified as tobacco related products (non-nicotine
single use e-cigarettes are classified as tobacco substitutes) and

regulated by the Tobacco Act 2016.

France E-cigarettes maybe be brought to market either as medicines or
as consumer products.

Germany Nicotine-containing e-cigarettes are classified as tobacco related
products and regulated by the Federal Government law on the
Implementation of the Tobacco Products Directive and Related
Products 2016.

Ireland Non-nicotine e-cigarettes are regulated as consumer products, while
nicotine-containing e-cigarettes and refill containers are regulated by
the European Union (Manufacture, Presentation and Sale of Tobacco

and Related Products) Regulations 2016

Italy E-cigarettes are classified as tobacco related products and
regulated by a legislative decree.

Jordan Jordan bans the sale, advertising, manufacturing, importation and
use of e-cigarettes via an official letter.

Luxembourg | E-cigarettes are regulated by the Law of 13 June 2017 transposing the
Directive 2014/40/EU, amending the amended law of 11 August 2006 on

tobacco control.

Mexico The national tobacco control law prohibits the sale, distribution,
exhibition, promotion or manufacture of an object that imitates a
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tobacco product. These prohibitions are specific to nicotine-
containing e-cigarettes

Netherlands

Nicotine-containing and non-nicotine e-cigarettes and e-liquids
are regulated under the amended Tobacco and Smoking
Commodities Act

Norway E-cigarettes can be classified either as medicinal products or as tobacco
surrogates.

Poland E-cigarettes are classified as tobacco related products and
regulated by the Polish Anti-Tobacco Act (2016).

Saudi Arabia | The sale and marketing of e-cigarettes is banned in accordance with a
decision of health ministers of gulf countries.

South Africa | Nicotine-containing e-cigarettes are regulated by the Medicines Control
Council as schedule 3 medicines.

Spain E-cigarettes are defined as “devices capable of releasing nicotine” and
regulated by Royal decree 579/2017.

Switzerland | | 3 statement by the Federal Office of Public Health, non-nicotine e-
cigarettes are regulated within the scope of the food act as
commodities. However, the sale of nicotine-containing e-cigarettes is
prohibited.

Thailand E-cigarettes are prohibited under several regulatory mechanisms. The
Medicine Act prohibits manufacturing, sale and importation of modern
medicinal products.

Turkey Ministry of Health issued a circular (not available online) indicating that
the sale and importation of e-cigarettes and related devices are banned

United The US Food and Drug Administration (FDA) classifies e-cigarettes and

States other electronic nicotine delivery systems (ENDS) as tobacco products,

except in cases when they are marketed as drugs, devices or

combination products
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