
08:30 – 09:00 Registration & Exhibition

09:00 – 09:15 Welcome Greetings Dr. Eytan Wirtheim, Director General, Rabin Medical Center
Prof. Ehud Grossman, Dean of Sackler Faculty of Medicine, Tel Aviv University
Prof. Mahmoud Abu-Shakra, Chair of The Israel Society for Rheumatology
Prof. Yochai Adir, Chair of the Israeli Society of Pulmonology

09:15 – 10:35 SESSION I                       Chairpersons: Dr. Shirly Oren, Dr. Dror Rosengarten, Rabin Medical Center, Beilinson Hospital

09:15 – 09:35 Sarcoidosis in Israel Prof. David Shitrit, Head of Pulmonary Department, Meir Medical Center, Kfar-Saba, Israel

09:35 – 09:55 Imaging of lung involvement in systemic 
autoimmune diseases 

Dr. Osnat Moreh Rahav, Radiology Department, Rabin Medical Center, Beilinson Hospital, 
Petah Tikva, Israel

09:55 – 10:15 Eosinophil role in inflammation and beyond Prof. Ariel Munitz, Department of Clinical Microbiology and Immunology, Sackler Faculty of 
Medicine, Tel-Aviv University

10:15 – 10:35 Smoking and autoimmunity Prof. Howard Amital, Department of Medicine ‘B’, Sheba Medical Center, Tel-Hashomer, Israel; 
Zabludowicz Center for Autoimmune Diseases, Sheba Medical Center, Tel-Hashomer, Israel; 
Sackler Faculty of Medicine, Tel-Aviv University, Tel-Aviv, Israel

10:35 – 11:05 Coffee Break & Exhibition
11:05 – 12:55 SESSION II                      Chairpersons: Dr. Elisheva Pokroy-Shapira, Rabin Medical Center, Beilinson Hospital 

                                           Dr. Yael Raviv, Soroka University Medical Center  

11:05 – 11:10  Introducing Prof. Wechsler  Prof. Mordechai R. Kramer, Head Pulmonary Institute, Rabin Medical Center, Beilinson Hospital 

11:10 – 11:50 Eosinophilic granulomatosis with polyangiitis Prof. Michael Wechsler, National Jewish Health, Denver, CO, USA Sponsored by 
11:50 – 12:15 Pulmonary arterial hypertension in systemic 

sclerosis and other autoimmune systemic diseases
Prof. Yochai Adir, Head of Pulmonary Institute, Carmel Medical Center, Haifa, and Chair of the 
Israeli Society of Pulmonology, Israel

12:15 – 12:35 Lung transplantation in patients with autoimmune 
rheumatic diseases

Prof. Mordechai Kramer, Pulmonary Institute, Rabin Medical Center, Beilinson Hospital, 
Petah Tikva, Israel

12:35 – 12:55 Outcome of scleroderma lung disease - 
Rabin Medical Center rheumatology experience

Prof. Yair Molad, Head Rheumatology Unit, Rabin Medical Center, Beilinson Hospital, 
Petach Tikva, Israel

12:55 – 13:50 Lunch
13:50 – 15:15 SESSION III                      Chairpersons: Dr. Amir Sharabi, Rabin Medical Center, Beilinson Hospital                                                                                                                     

                                           Dr. Amir Barshay, Barzilay Medical Center

13:50 – 13:55 Introducing Prof. Aggarwal  Prof. Yair Molad, Head Rheumatology Unit, Rabin Medical Center, Beilinson Hospital

13:55 – 14:35 Pulmonary aspects of myositis Prof. Rohit Aggarwal, Myositis Center and Division of Rheumatology and Clinical Immunology, 
Department of Medicine, University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine, Pittsburgh, PA, USA

14:35 – 14:55 Severe pneumonia and in-hospital mortality in 
patients with rheumatic autoimmune diseases

Prof. Mahmoud Abu-Shakra, Department of Internal Medicine and Rheumatic Diseases Unit, 
Soroka University Medical Center and Faculty of Health Sciences, Ben-Gurion University of the 
Negev, Beer Sheva, and Chairman of the Israel Society of Rheumatology

14:55 – 15:15 Silicosis-associated autoimmune diseases Prof. Lizi Fireman, Head Pulmonary Interstitial Lung Disease Research Laboratory, 
Tel Aviv Medical Center

15:15 Conclusion
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