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Editorial: Vision and appreciation:  
The passing of the baton

lenges. Maintaining a high quality level of academia as 
well as remaining relevant to readers who have a wide 
range of easily accessible competing online professional 
media does not come easy. However there is no place 
for Luddite complacency and we in the Israel Journal 
of Psychiatry and Related Sciences have to move with 
the times. The board and I commit to ensure that the 
journal remains readable, timely, relevant, economically 
viable, accessible, and meaningful. Several initiatives are 
being planned along these lines. This may also mean 
a move to a fully online format similar to many other 
journals today. However at no time will we sacrifice 
academic excellence and both local and international 
standards in the process. We have been around for the 
past 52 years and plan to be around for many more 
years to come linking academic advances within Israel 
with those fine developments outside the country. It is 
to the vision of those that have come before us, to which 
David has so profoundly contributed, that we express 
our sincere appreciation, enabling us to go where we 
may now. As Voltaire so aptly quipped, “appreciation is 
a wonderful thing: It makes what is excellent in others 
belong to us as well.” Thank you David.
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QUALITY IS NOT AN ACT, IT IS A HABIT
These words are not mine. They are those of Aristotle. 
However I cannot think of nine better words to describe 
and sum up the retiring journal editor, Prof. David 
Greenberg. David is simply a quality act and this may 
be noted in all he does. He is a superb clinician, an 
outstanding academic, a sensitive administrator and 
above all, a wonderful person – simply a mensch. We 
have been only too fortunate to have had David at the 
helm of the journal for the past 23 years where after 91 
issues the journal has substantially risen in quality and 
international prominence. In the past years the jour-
nal has reached on occasion an impact factor placing 
it as one of the foremost national psychiatry journals 
in the world. Much has changed in the field of psychia-
try over the past two decades – spanning the decade 
of the brain with advancements in neuroscience, neu-
roimaging, pharmacotherapy, pharmacogenetics, CBT 
and more. These developments in the field demand a 
journal editor to maintain his finger on the pulse and be 
sensitive to changes in the direction of the field in order 
that the journal remains relevant and appropriate for 
the ever changing clinical and academic readers’ needs 
and interests. David had done a truly admirable job at 
this task, even considering the volunteer and ultimately 
thankless nature of the undertaking as well as the neces-
sity to continue simultaneously a full time clinical and 
administrative position. David has attained this success 
of  the journal with aplomb and is sincerely respected 
by his colleagues – both readers and the journal board 
– where he has carried himself with true dignity, utter 
professionalism and dedication to the goal with com-
plete commitment and loyalty.

Fully recognizing the privilege and responsibility, it 
is with great awe and trepidation that I take now on 
the position of journal editor in place of David. Most 
importantly, I remain fully cognizant of the mammoth 
task of filling the immense shoes of those, including 
David of course, who have come before me.  Editing a 
medical journal in the age of social media and “constant 
internet connection” does not come without its chal-


