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Israel–Gaza conflict

As a humanitarian physician 
community, we grieve the loss of 
innocent lives. War is anathema to 
our moral and medical sensibilities, 
but nevertheless remains a reality of 
the present global political landscape, 
particularly in the Middle East where 
ongoing internecine struggles 
exist between different ideologies, 
killing or displacing thousands of 
innocent people. Before addressing 
the inflammatory propaganda 
promulgated by Paola Manduca and 
colleagues,1 we unequivocally state 
that we hope for the day when “nation 
shall not lift the sword against nation, 
neither shall they learn war anymore” 
(Isaiah 2:4). 

To reuse Manduca and colleagues’ 
comments, their letter “has insulted 
our humanity, intelligence, and dignity 
and our professional ethics”.1 They 
claim to represent facts, but instead 
obscure their description of human 
suffering in Gaza with inflammatory 
falsehoods, deliberately misleading 
the reader. The aim of our letter is not 
to refute their many factual errors, but 
to promote a balanced humanitarian 
approach that all who are truly 
concerned about protecting human 
health and lives can adopt.

No compassionate human can deny 
the unfortunate situation in Gaza. 
Yet, an immense amount of energy, 
ingenuity, and resources, costing 
hundreds of millions of dollars, were 
invested to accumulate thousands of 
missiles and build sophisticated terror 
tunnels into Israel to expressly commit 
acts of terror against Israeli civilians. Had 
these resources and efforts promoted 
the social and economic welfare of the 
residents of Gaza, there might be no 
current war, no casualties, and a much 
better living situation in Gaza. The 
unfortunate choice made by Hamas 
to invest these resources in terrorism 
has caused and aggravated suffering in 
Gaza.

A master clinician differentiates 
symptoms from the underlying 

diagnosis. Similarly, to properly 
address the present situation in Gaza 
requires a detailed understanding 
of the need for Gaza’s residents 
to establish a thriving social and 
economic infrastructure and the 
need to ensure security for Israel. A 
time for rebuilding will be after this 
war. Re-accumulation of missiles and 
rebuilding tunnels will inevitably lead 
to another round of bloodshed. The 
good people of Gaza and the global 
humanitarian community must unite 
to mandate a Palestinian leadership 
that pursues a path of peace and 
prosperity, one that will focus their 
resources and energy to build a civic 
infrastructure that benefits its people 
and promotes a peaceful coexistence 
so that innocent civilians, on both 
sides of the border, can live without 
fear of constant attack.

We also encourage the medical 
community to cultivate a humani-
tarianism that transcends politics, 
propaganda, and meaningless rhetoric. 
Our physician community should focus 
our collective conscience on promoting 
health, safety, and security for all. Even 
as the conflict continues, Israel has set 
up a field hospital with health-care 
workers who are devoted to caring 
for the injured from Gaza. In addition 
to providing humanitarian aid and 
support, we can and should promote 
peace to prevent the unfortunate 
consequences of war. Finally, as a 
community devoted to scientific 
integrity, truth, and compassion, let 
us make sure we inoculate ourselves 
against the forces that demean these 
ideals.
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