
        

12.7.2013  

Dear Eye Department Managers,  

Re: Research collaboration with an American Department 

The American association "Research to Prevent Blindness" (RPB) is engaged for 
years in the funding of Eye department researches across the US only. Recently, a 
crew of "Lirot" association has managed to interest the members of the RPB in the 
high standard Israeli Ophthalmic research and to show-case the great potential hidden 
in promoting research collaboration between Israeli and American departments. 
Following debates with the RPB management we have reached a pilot layout which is 
not yet certain and depend on the understanding of both parties that such collaboration 
must benefit both departments beyond the research efforts invested by each 
department separately. The goal of the program is to create a basis for collaboration in 
a way which will allow the departments involved to promote it up to the level of 
receiving mutual research grants from funds such as NIH or other donors. 

The developed layout is as follows:   

1. The collaboration will be between an Israeli Eye Department and an American 
Department steadily supported by the RPB. 

2. Each department will receive USD 25,000 per year in order to allow and 
promote a genuine collaboration. 

3. The allowance purpose is in general to fund mutual long period visits (2 weeks 
up to months) of interns (not including conferences), experts and researches in 
order to able them to learn new research methods and to promote the 
collaboration. The allowance can also include fluent everyday funding of the 
research such as purchasing materials, using lab animals or equipment fees 
(such as functional MRI).  

4. Every department interested in the program is asked to file a letter of intent of 
up to 3 pages (written in English), together with the American department. 
The letter of intent shall include the following details: 
 
WHO: who are the institutions involved, and who will serve as principal 
investigator in each institution? (Preferably a senior clinician/researcher) 
WHEN:when will the collaborative effort begin and end? 
WHAT:what will be the main focus of the collaboration, i.e., the focus of the 
research? 
WHY:what positive outcomes are expected. What is the purpose of the 
collaborative effort? 
 



5. A sub-committee of Lirots' Scientific Council will sort the letters and pick a 
maximum of 3 applications that would be submitted to the American RPB 
Association. 

6. The funding can commence as of July 2014, so that the schedule of the 
suggested research description may be scheduled to begin on July, August or 
even September (if the crew wishes to commence after the summer break).  
 
I wish to emphasis again that this is presently a pilot layout and so, if we reach 
a settlement with the RPB, it would probably agree to fund one department 
only at first stage.  
 
The final date of submitting funding applications to the RPB Association is 
January 10th, 2014. In order to allow us to sort the applications and properly 
edit them, those who are interested in participating in this program are 
requested to send their letter of intent no later than November 15th, 2013, to 
"Lirot" CEO, Mrs. Nadine Hollander via email: Nadine@eyes.org.il.  
 
If you have any further enquiries with regard to the letter of intent and the 
suggested program please contact me via email (iperlman@technion.ac.il) and 
I will make my best efforts to reply shortly after. 
 

     Best Regards and Best of Luck 

     _________________________ 
     Prof. Edo Perlman 
     Chairman of Lirots' Scientific Council    
 
 

 


